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RECOGNIZING HELENA LOCAL AND 
MONTANA SENATE AIDE WITT 
WILLIAMS FOR HIS OUT-
STANDING PUBLIC SERVICE AND 
EXAMPLE ON BEHALF OF THE 
DEAF COMMUNITY 

HON. MATTHEW M. ROSENDALE, SR. 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, I am privi-
leged to honor an outstanding public servant 
and brilliant young man who refuses to let his 
disability limit his potential. 

Witt Williams is a Helena, Montana native 
whose parents received the difficult news that 
their son was born deaf and would likely finish 
high school reading at a 4th-grade level. Un-
willing to accept the limitations of his condi-
tion, Witt worked tirelessly with his mother, 
Wendy, to ensure that he kept up with his 
hearing peers. 

Witt excelled as a student-athlete while at-
tending Helena High, competing on the varsity 
tennis team and the Great Divide Ski Team, 
where he placed in the Slalom at the Winter 
Deaflympics. Witt further distinguished himself 
in extracurriculars by representing his school 
at the Montana Behavior Initiative Leadership 
Conference. 

Witt Williams defied the odds that often be-
fall those who are hearing impaired and grad-
uated from Montana State University last 
spring with a degree in Exercise Science/Kine-
siology. His success is all the more impressive 
considering that he accomplished all this while 
maintaining a grade point average of 3.75 and 
graduating with high honors. 

Witt currently works for the Montana State 
Legislature as a Majority Aide. Like any good 
Montana man, he also has interests outside 
the legislature and works as a ski racing 
coach at Great Divide Ski Area and serves as 
the varsity tennis coach for Helena High 
School. 

I want to commend Witt for his dedicated 
work in the legislature and in his local commu-
nity. Witt Williams is an example for all Mon-
tanans to follow, and it is my privilege to ac-
knowledge his contributions in the United 
States House of Representatives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALTER DUKES AND 
SETON HALL’S 1953 NIT 
CHAMPIONSIP 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Walter Dukes and the 1953 Seton 
Hall University National Invitational Tour-
nament (NIT) Championship team. It was ex-

actly 70 years ago that Dukes led the Seton 
Hall Pirates to the NIT championship. It was a 
remarkable achievement for Dukes and his 
teammates, who fought racism and segrega-
tion during their historic championship season. 

Walter Dukes was Seton Hall’s seven-foot 
tall, African-American center during that mag-
ical 1952–53 season. Like most championship 
teams, the 1952–53 Seton Hall was well- 
coached with strong players at every position. 
The Pirates won 31 games that season and 
lost only two games. They remain the only 
New Jersey college basketball team to have 
won a national tournament championship. 
Dukes was their indisputable leader who 
pulled down a remarkable 734 rebounds that 
year, an NCAA Division 1 record that still 
stands. 

Yet, many college basketball fans didn’t ap-
prove of his presence on a basketball court 
dominated by white players. At the time, Life 
Magazine wrote about the experience for 
Dukes and the Seton Hall Pirates under the 
headline: ROUGH GAME. ROUGHER SE-
QUEL. In a four-page article, the magazine 
memorialized one of the ugliest, race-related 
moments in college basketball history- an 
angry mob attacking Dukes and his team-
mates following a loss against the University 
of Louisville Cardinals. 

At the end of the 1952–53 regular season, 
the Pirates chose the NIT instead of the 
NCAA Tournament in order to avenge their 
loss to Louisville. Unfortunately, they never 
had that opportunity as Louisville was elimi-
nated from the tournament. But, the Seton 
Hall Pirates continued to win and beat St. 
John’s University, 58–46, to win the 1953 NIT 
title. Walter Dukes, Seton Hall’s star center, 
was named NIT Most Valuable Player. 

Walter Dukes continued to play basketball 
professionally for a few years with the Harlem 
Globetrotters and then in the National Basket-
ball Association (NBA) with the New York 
Knicks, Minneapolis (now Los Angeles) 
Lakers, and the Detroit Pistons. After his bas-
ketball career, Dukes became a civil rights 
lawyer to protect the rights of African Ameri-
cans. He died in 2001 of natural causes at the 
age of 70. 

Walter Dukes and his Seton Hall teammates 
are legends in New Jersey and college bas-
ketball lore. They are a team that should in-
spire all of us for their courage as they battled 
racism in their pursuit of a championship. 
Their 1952–53 championship season bears 
witness to the importance of character and 
faith to success. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. BOB BELL 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and lasting contributions of 

Mr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Bell. Passing away at the 
age of 82, Mr. Bell leaves behind an indelible 
legacy of service to his country and the Win-
ters community. 

Born in Missouri in 1940, Mr. Bell spent his 
early years learning to play the piano, trumpet, 
and bass, cultivating what would become a 
lifelong love for music. His passion for the arts 
continued into adulthood and he played the 
bass for over 60 years. 

After graduating from high school, Mr. Bell 
joined the Air Force, bravely serving our coun-
try in Europe and Southeast Asia. Regardless 
of where he was stationed, Mr. Bell found op-
portunities to continue practicing music and 
played in jazz groups around the world, bring-
ing joy and laughter to international audiences. 

Following his service in the Air Force, Mr. 
Bell joined Golden 1 Credit Union, beginning a 
three-decade-long career strengthening the fi-
nancial well-being of California residents. Mr. 
Bell’s financial expertise and knowledge of 
economic planning significantly advanced the 
expansion and success of Golden 1 Credit 
Union. His crucial contributions and indispen-
sable leadership played a vital role in helping 
Golden 1 Credit Union open 63 new branches 
and foster the financial stability of tens of 
thousands of Californians. 

Mr. Bell’s commitment to California was not 
only expressed through his tenure with Golden 
1 Credit Union, but also through his public 
service to the City of Winters. He served on 
the Winters Fire Department Commissioner 
Board for 16 years, working tirelessly to pre-
pare Winters for any emergency and ensure 
the health and safety of all Winters residents. 
Mr. Bell also served on the Winters Senior 
Foundation Board, valiantly advocating for 
seniors and playing an instrumental role in en-
hancing the quality of life for Winters seniors. 

In addition to his community leadership, Mr. 
Bell also exemplified the spirit of altruism and 
innovation in all areas of his life. For 30 years, 
Mr. Bell was an active member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Greater Davis, significantly advancing 
efforts to identify and address unmet needs in 
the Yolo County community. His vital work 
serving his community has helped provide the 
resources and services necessary to allow all 
Yolo County residents to thrive. 

Mr. Bell will be remembered not only for his 
decades of service to the Winters community, 
but also for his genuine spirit of kindness and 
compassion. He impacted the lives of count-
less members of his community and his stead-
fast leadership, constant smile, and patient 
mentorship undeniably enhanced the lives of 
his fellow Yolo County residents. 

Mr. Bell’s enduring spirit will live on in his 
wife, three children, 10 grandchildren, and the 
community he dedicated his life to serving. I 
would like to extend my deepest sympathies 
to Mr. Bell’s loved ones. I know that they, 
along with the people of Yolo County, join me 
in celebrating his life and legacy. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMMY EDWARDS’ 

RETIREMENT FROM THE FED-
ERAL RESERVE BANK OF KAN-
SAS CITY 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District, I rise to 
celebrate the illustrious career of Tammy 
Edwards, who has served as the senior vice 
president of the Community Engagement and 
Inclusion Division at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Kansas City since 2019. As her retire-
ment draws near, let us take a moment to re-
flect upon Tammy’s professional accomplish-
ments as well as her many contributions to the 
community she calls home. 

Raised on the east side of Troost Avenue, 
the corridor historically used to divide Kansas 
City along racial lines, Tammy attended Kan-
sas City Public Schools and graduated in the 
top 10 percent of her high school class. 
Tammy’s academic prowess led to her accept-
ance into the INROADS program, which works 
to open up pathways to careers for ethnically 
diverse high school and college students all 
across the United States. While earning her 
Bachelor of Business Administration at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City, Tammy’s 
involvement in the INROADS program helped 
her land an internship at United Telecom, the 
predecessor to Sprint Corporation. Tammy 
continued her internship throughout her four 
years of undergraduate study, and after grad-
uating in 1984, she accepted a full-time posi-
tion with the company, where she would re-
main for over twenty-six years. In the early 
years of her career, Tammy went back to 
UMKC to earn an MBA, which she completed 
in 1986. 

In 2008, Tammy became the vice president 
of the Community Development Division at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, which 
covers the 10th District of the Federal Re-
serve. The District includes Kansas, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming, northern New 
Mexico, and western Missouri, where it pro-
motes the public’s interest by supporting eco-
nomic and financial stability. By 2019, Tammy 
had worked her way up the ranks to become 
the Bank’s senior vice president within the 
Community Engagement and Inclusion Divi-
sion. Notably, Tammy also served as director 
of the Bank’s Office of Minority and Women 
Inclusion and was a member of the Bank’s 
Management Committee, which oversees the 
institution’s strategic planning and policy direc-
tion. 

Throughout her nearly 15 years at the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Tammy 
helped develop a diverse and welcoming 
workforce and culture, led engagement initia-
tives for strategic stakeholders, directed pro-
grams aimed at addressing challenging com-
munity and economic development issues that 
affect underserved individuals and commu-
nities, helped advance women and minority 
bankers, and encouraged her colleagues to 
volunteer outside of work. 

Always leading by example, Tammy serves 
on the board of directors for the Kansas City 
Friends of Alvin Ailey, the Full Employment 
Council, Kansas City Scholars, the Kansas 
City Workforce Investment Board, Kansas City 

Public Television, the Metropolitan Community 
College Foundation, and the Jacob and Ella 
Loose Foundation. Additionally, Tammy is ac-
tively involved at St. James United Methodist 
Church, the Greater Kansas City Chapter of 
The Links, Incorporated, and the Greater Kan-
sas City Chamber’s Executive Women Leader-
ship Council. Tammy also frequently presents 
on various leadership, community and eco-
nomic development, and diversity, equity, and 
inclusion topics. Indeed, Tammy has faithfully 
lived up to the words of Luke 12:48, ‘‘From ev-
eryone who has been given much, much will 
be demanded; and from the one who has 
been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Tammy Edwards for her years of service to 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. 
Tammy has spent her entire career using her 
influence to lift up others, and I wish her all 
the best in retirement. 

f 

HONORING CALVIN HARWOOD 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleague, Rep. MIKE THOMP-
SON, in recognition of Calvin Harwood for 25 
years of exemplary public service to the 
Laytonville School District. 

Mr. Harwood graduated from Laytonville 
High School and attended College of the Red-
woods in Eureka, California. Consistent with 
his family’s tradition of public service, he 
joined the Laytonville School Board on De-
cember 4, 1997, where he has served as 
board president continuously since 2000. 

Over the past 25 years, Mr. Harwood played 
a continuous and instrumental role in upgrad-
ing school facilities. Under his leadership, the 
district secured new property and the commu-
nity approved two local funding measures for 
school facility improvements. His guidance 
was essential to the successful construction of 
the new high school in 2003. During this proc-
ess, he spent countless hours traveling to 
Sacramento to address the State Assembly 
and worked with the Office of Public School 
Construction on behalf of the district. In 2020, 
he once again provided stellar leadership dur-
ing the major modernization of the elementary 
school campus. 

Fellow school board members and school 
administrators praise Mr. Harwood’s honesty 
and note that he has earned the trust of the 
school community for always doing the right 
thing for Laytonville and its students. As Board 
President, he is valued for his ability to see 
the big picture and apply informed decision- 
making to ensure all decisions are focused on 
long-term benefits for the students. He has 
been a transparent and a clear communicator 
when making difficult decisions, including lay-
off-offs, school closures, budget cuts, school 
bus routes, curriculum implementation, expul-
sions, and not least of all, negotiations. 

In addition to his work on the school board, 
Calvin has served as captain of the Laytonville 
Volunteer Fire Department, and he coached a 
variety of sports including little league baseball 
and basketball. 

Mr. Speaker, Calvin Harwood exemplifies 
what it means to be a community-minded pub-

lic servant. His continuous volunteer service 
has had an enduring and positive impact on 
the students and the community of Laytonville, 
California. Therefore, please join us in recog-
nizing Laytonville Unified School Board Presi-
dent Calvin Harwood. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CUSTER GALLATIN 
FOREST ENGINEER OF THE 
YEAR RECIPIENT PARKS FRADY 

HON. MATTHEW M. ROSENDALE, SR. 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased 
to rise and acknowledge Custer Gallatin For-
est Engineer Parks Frady for his dedicated ad-
ministration of Montana’s National Forests and 
congratulate him as the recipient of the 2022 
Managerial Engineer of the Year award. 

Parks is a devoted member of the forest 
team who has distinguished himself on mul-
tiple occasions. 

But this past summer, when a natural dis-
aster ravaged the forest he manages, Parks 
displayed the leadership and decisive action 
that has earned him recognition from his col-
leagues. 

When a 500-year flood event devastated 
much of the forest and surrounding lands, 
Parks led extensive rapid response efforts to 
restore emergency access and coordinated 
long-term reconstruction efforts to restore the 
area to its original state. 

Under normal circumstances, this tragedy 
would have incapacitated Custer Gallatin For-
est for months. But thanks to Parks’ diligent 
work, the forest and surrounding community 
have recovered quickly and safely. 

I can’t thank Parks enough for his service to 
Custer Gallatin National Forest and the broad-
er Montana ecosystem. His work has earned 
the respect of his peers, and his continued 
commitment to excellence will benefit the Cus-
ter Gallatin National Forest for years to come. 

I’m honored to call Parks Frady a fellow 
Montanan and privileged to recognize his con-
tributions in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
PETER EIBERT 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Peter Eibert and his service to 
Virginia’s First District and the Nation. 

Peter earned his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of California, Davis where he ma-
jored in Political Science. During his under-
graduate studies, Peter interned for the Peo-
ple’s Vanguard of Davis Inc., UC Davis Ath-
letics, and Congressman DON BACON. 

Peter joined my office in June 2022 as my 
Staff Assistant. He contributed tremendously 
to providing great constituent service and has 
been a great mentor to interns. I would like to 
thank Peter for his contributions and service 
over the last year. He’s been a valuable mem-
ber of my team, and I wish him the best as he 
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